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 In the June 12, 1963, Dr. King wrote the letter from the Birmingham jail because the 

letter defends the strategy of nonviolent resistance to racism. The letter says that, “people have a 

moral obligation to break unjust laws and to take direct action rather than waiting patiently 

forever for justice to come through the courts.” Responding to being referred to as an ‘outsider’, 

King writes, “Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” 

 A positive outcome is that when he was in jail people were able to understand him better 

and that he was only trying to get justice. Some of the negative outcomes were that he was 

arrested because of a peaceful protest. Some other facts about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. are that 

Clarence B. Jones was the person who gave Dr. King Jr. the pen and newspaper with the 

Clergymen’s article in it. Clarence is a lawyer who worked with Dr. King at the time. While in 

prison Dr. King was able to see his lawyer, and at that time, Clarence brought Dr. King the 

newspaper and pen. When Dr. King Jr. was in jail, Clarence continued to spread his good word 

about equality and peace. 

 Dr. Martin Luther King never gave up his fight for racial equality, and equality for 

mankind. His time in jail did not even stop his preaching it only strengthened his following. Dr. 

King went to jail in 1960, 1962, 1963, and 1965 all because he believed in what he did. Dr. King 

made a huge difference ad really stood up for black people. He made me want to stand up for 

myself even more. Dr. King wrote a letter on April 16, 1963 when he was arrested at a peaceful 

protest against segregation in Birmingham, Alabama. He wrote a letter to respond to eight white 

Alabama Clergymen, which said that social injustices were taking place, but expressed belief 

that the battle against racial segregation should be fought solely in the courts and not taken onto 

the streets. King wrote, “he put forth the direct actions that were necessary to achieve true civil 

rights, and that not only is civil disobedience justified in the face of unjust laws, but al that one 

has a moral responsibility to disobey unjust laws.” King’s letter was first published as Letter 

from Birmingham City Jail.  

 The letter from Birmingham jail helped me see that standing up for yourself and other 

people is right. Dr. King has been a very important impact on my life. He has shown me that I 

should be proud to be a black person. When I listened to Dr. King’s letter I thought to myself, he 

has done so much for me and every other black person in the world. Dr. King fought a good fight 

to make us equal and have rights to do things like…vote, share a school, and be able to do other 

cool things. So, with that being said, thank you Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.  

 


